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D EGREE: DOCTOR OF M INISTRY  

 
 
M ISSION /PURPOSE 
The Doctor of Ministry degree (DMin) at Barry University is an advanced degree for ordained and non -ordained women 
and men engaged in full -time ministry from a variety of denominations. The program of study leading to the DMin degree 
prepares experienced ministers for advanced leadership activities and develops analytical skills of theological reflection on  
specialized ministerial or pastoral practices. The purpose of the Doctor of Ministry degree program is to provide advanced 
theological reflection on and understanding of ministerial praxis and leadership through the study of practical biblical, 
systematic/liturgical, and moral theology for minister -leaders in the churches.  

The Program Goals and Objectives of the Doctor of Ministry degree program are designed to develop theological and 
ministerial leadership and to enhance the practice of ministry by:  
�x providing advanced theological study of ministry and reflection on the purposes of particular ministerial practices  
�x investigating theological issues and ministerial practices in the context of academic study  
�x examining the praxis of ministry and fostering the knowledge and skills necessary for the development of a clear 

conception of the church's ministry  
�x forming a critical understanding of a particular ministerial practice, correlating a theological theory, a nd proposing a 

new understanding of that practice for contemporary ministerial needs  
�x developing those skills and competencies necessary for ministerial leadership  
�x advancing theological understanding of ministerial praxis.  

These goals were developed by faculty in consonance with Mission and Core Commitments of Barry University, with the 
standards of the Association for Theological Schools, the USCCB document Co-Workers in the Vineyard, and the Commission 
on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools.   
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c. Names the method used to reflect on this ministerial 
experience and the reasons for selecting this method. 

d. Works through each phase of the method with regard to the 
ministerial situation, making the ministerial situation 
accessible to the reader.  

e. Suggests possible historical, sociological sources; empirical 
tools; and systematic moves to use to help understand and 
explain the situation.   

f. Proposes a renewed praxis coming from the process. 
g. Provides an evaluation of the method.  

This course is offered annually in the Winter Residency and is 
taken by students in the first year of their program.  

Thesis Project 
Proposal 
 

DMin students in THE 800  (Integrative Seminar) prepare a Thesis-
Project Proposal to demonstrate the development of an advanced 
understanding of the nature and purposes of ministry and a 
mastery of practical theology methodology.  It must be correlated 
to the students’ ministry and to their ecclesial m inisterial 
tradition. The Thesis-Project Proposal should be a simple text of 
no more than ten (10) pages, double-spaced, which states the 
ministry, purpose, method, and evaluation intended for the 
thesis-project.  As a practical theology methodology, the p roposal 
must reflect a praxis-theory-praxis-movement.  The proposal 
follows this methodology by critically (i.e., hermeneutically) 
engaging a ministerial practice, its cultural context, and a religious 
tradition in a critical conversation to renew, reclaim , or reform 
that practice and the religious tradition.  
Approval of the Thesis -Project Proposal is accomplished through 
Thesis-Project Proposal Defense before a community of scholars 
and peers. The defense of the thesis-project incorporates the 
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i. Introduction and explanation of Proposal Defense 
procedure (Director of the DMin P rogram). 

ii.  The mentor 1) identifies how the thesis-project proposal 
meets the criteria (4.a-b above), which practical theology 
and which discipline -specific theology are engaged, 
what research methodology will be used (e.g., for 
research with human subjects), and 2) facilitates the 
session. 

iii.  Open examination of the thesis-project proposal by the 
Proposal Defense Committee with questions posed to the 
student. 

iv.  Following examination, the student is asked to step out 
of the defense. 

v. The Thesis-Project Proposal Committee, after 
consultation with the other members of the Proposal 
Defense Committee, determines to approve the thesis-
project proposal, approve with revisions, or deny 
approval.  
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The thesis-
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Upon approval of the thesis -project and presentation of a 
summary of the thesis project at the Commissioning Ceremony 
before a community of peers, the student has fulfilled the 
requirements of the Doctor of Ministry degree and may participate 



BARRY UNIVERSITY  
DEPARTMENT OF THEOLOGY AND PHILOSOPHY  

 

 
 

�x THE 638:  The 20-
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ASSESSMENT RESULTS 2006 - 2022 

 
COURSE 

EMBEDDED 

ASSESSMENTS 

RESULTS  BY OBJECTIVE 
(PERCENTAGE SCORING 4 OR HIGHER ) 

THE 638 

 
This course was added to the Core Curriculum of the Doctor of Ministry Program  in 2014. Since its addition, it has been 
offered twice. Nonetheless, of the 11 Doctor of Ministry students who have completed this course, 8 or 73% have met the 
target score of 4 or better. Hence the criterion percentage was met. 
 

Year Enrolled  Objective 1 Objective 
2 

Objective 3 Objective 6 

2014 5 80% 60% 60% 100% 
2017 4 75% 50% 50% 75% 
2018      
2019      
2020      
2021      
2022      
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2019 2 100% 100% 100% 100% 

2020 1 100% 100% 100% 100% 

2021      

2022 1    

  



BARRY UNIVERSITY  
DEPARTMENT OF THEOLOGY AND PHILOSOPHY  

 

 
 

 

 
DOCTOR OF M INISTRY THESIS PROJECT (2006-2022) 

ASSESSMENT RESULTS 

Registration for THE 801 
(semester/year) 

Students 
Registered 

%  Graduated 
within 7 -year Limit  

Met the 
Criterion of 80%  

2006 2 50% No 
2007 4 75% No 
2008 3 33% No 
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ASSESSMENT RUBRIC FOR DM IN STUDENT OBJECTIVES 
 

5 3 1 
Objective 1:  

F.2.1.1/Intellectual  
Integrates theological and cognate research 
into the formulation and analysis of 
ministerial methods, issues, and praxes; 
demonstrates depth of reflection on the 
interplay between theory and praxis in this 
project. 

Demonstrates awareness of the implications 
of theological and cognate research in 
relation  to ministerial issues/praxes; give s 
some evidence of reflection on the relation 
between theory and praxis for this project.  

Exhibits minimal evidence of relating 
theological or cognate research to 
ministerial issues/ praxe s; reflects little 
awareness of the relation between theory 
and praxis. 

Objective 2: 
F.2.1.2/Ministerial  

Identifies, assesses, and applies theory and 
methods of research in theology as resources 
in ministry with accuracy, intentionality, and 
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Objective 4: 
F.2.1.4/Intellectual/Ministerial  

The thesis clearly describes the ministerial 
issue/praxis that stimulated interest in the 
research topic. Explicitly defines the 
parameters of the project and the research 
goals. Demonstrates keen awareness of 
underlying theological issues.  

The thesis presents general information 
concerning the issue/praxis to be addressed 
in the paper. Sets basic pattern for the 
unfolding of the project. Expresses the 




